
 

 

 

ADVENT PRAYER SERVICE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The following Service may be used as part of a whole school assembly or for 

individual class groupings gathering in prayer during the Advent season.  Those 

preparing the Service may choose alternative hymns to those suggested.) 



PRINCIPAL: 

Today, we come together to pray as a school community in the spirit of 

Advent.  Advent is a time of waiting. We wait for the birth of Jesus, who 

came to show us God the Father’s love and to free us from sin, so that we 

could be with him together forever.  We wait for him to be born again in 

our hearts, our classrooms, our homes, our parish community, and in the 

whole world.  Let us begin this celebration of joyful waiting with our 

opening hymn. 

 

OPENING HYMN 

(Sugg.: Come Lord Jesus – Grow in Love) 

 

 

Leader 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

God our Father, you created us to be with you forever, and sent your Son 

Jesus to lead us to eternal life.  We ask you now to help us pray with one 

heart and one mind as we begin this Advent season.  We make this prayer 

to you through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

Leader: 

The Advent wreath is green, the colour of new life and hope.  Green 

reminds us of the new-born Jesus, who came to show us the way to 

everlasting life.  Green reminds us of the gift of new life we received at 

baptism.  Green also reminds us that we are people of hope, because God 

is always with us, to raise us up when we are sad, when we are sick, and 

even when we die. 

 



The Advent wreath has three purple candles and 

one pink candle.  Purple is the colour of kings and 

queens.  It is also the colour of penance: the 

small sacrifices we make to welcome Jesus in our 

hearts, in our neighbour and to prepare 

ourselves to meet him on Christmas day.  Pink is 

the colour of Joy.  It reminds us of the joy of 

meeting Jesus at Christmas. 

 

The Advent wreath is made in a circle, with no beginning or end. It 

reminds us of God’s everlasting love, which has no beginning or end.  

 

 

A teacher lights a single candle, which a student holds, in front of the assembly. 

 

We light our Advent wreath from a single candle.  This single candle 

reminds us of Jesus, who comes to us as Light of the World. 

 

As students lead each of the following prayers, another student(s) light a candle on 

the Advent Wreath until all four candles are lit.   

 

 

 

 

ADVENT PRAYERS WITH RESPONSES 

Leader:  Response: “COME, LORD JESUS” 

 

Student 1.  (Light candle) 

Winter is coming, Lord Jesus.  The days are shorter and the nights are 

longer, and it is colder every day.  We wait for you, Light of the World, to 

warm our hearts with your joy. 

We respond... 

COME, LORD JESUS 

 



Student 2.  (Light Candle) 

The trees outside have lost their leaves.  But the pine and spruce will 

always have their green needles.  Green is the colour of life and hope.  We 

wait for you, Prince of Peace, to bring new life and hope to our world. 

We respond… 

COME, LORD JESUS 

 

Student 3. (Light Candle) 

Our days begin early and end when we sleep.  But your love, O Lord has no 

beginning or end.  We wait for you, Emmanuel, to show us the Father’s 

everlasting love. 

We respond... 

COME, LORD JESUS 

 

Student 4. (Light Candle) 

We live in warm homes and fall asleep under blankets and sheets.  Lord 

Jesus, you came to us as a baby, born in a chilly stable.  The heat from 

animals, a bed of straw and rags kept you warm.  Son of God and Son of 

Mary, help us to welcome you in the poor and hungry. 

We respond... 

COME, LORD JESUS 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Leader: Let us listen to the Word of God. 

 

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Luke: 

God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named Nazareth. He had a 

message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, 

who was a descendant of King David.  Her name was Mary.  The angel came 

to her and said, “Peace be with you!  The Lord is with you and has greatly 

blessed you!” 

 



Mary was deeply troubled by the angel’s message, and she wondered what 

his words meant.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; God has 

been gracious to you.  You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called Son of the 

Most High.  The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, 

and his kingdom will never end.” 

 

Mary said to the angel, “I am not yet married, how can this be?”  The 

angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come over you, and God’s power will 

rest upon you.  For this reason, the holy child will be called the Son of 

God.”  “I am the Lord’s servant,” said Mary; “may it be done to me as you 

have said.” And the angel left her. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

(Suggested Hymn.: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel or The Bells of the 

Angelus – Grow in Love) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: 

Let us present our prayers to God the Father as we prepare to meet 

Jesus. 

 

1. Let us pray for peace in the world.  That all Christians and people of 

good will might become peacemakers in their actions and words, so that 

everyone living where there is war and fighting will know the peace of 

Christ’s coming. We pray to the Lord... 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 



2. Let us pray for the Church.  That in this time of waiting, all Christians 

will grow in faith, love and unity. We pray to the Lord… 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

 

3. Let us pray for our Priest, Father _____________, and for Bishop 

Tom.  May our Lord Jesus bring them his peace, and strengthen their 

faith in this Advent season. We pray to the Lord... 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

 

4. We pray for the people in our community who are sick and lonely, that 

they might find hope and comfort as we reach out to them this Advent 

and Christmas.  We pray to the Lord… 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

 

5. Let us pray for our teachers.  May the new-born Jesus strengthen 

them with wisdom to guide us in using our gifts and talents to serve Christ 

in one another. We pray to the Lord... 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

 

6. For all of our parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters, aunts and 

uncles, friends and relatives.  May the coming of Jesus bring them peace, 

good health and safety always.  We pray to the Lord… 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

 

7. Let us pray for all of us, that the Holy Spirit may fill our hearts with 

love, that we may welcome Jesus in everyone with compassion and 

kindness.  We pray to the Lord... 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 



Let us stop for a moment to bring our own private intentions before God 

in the quiet of our hearts. 

 

And now, let us bring all of our prayers and needs to God the Father in 

the words that Jesus taught us.  

 

Our Father… 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Leader: 

Lord, God, you show us the tenderness of your love in Mary’s new-born 

Son.  Like Mary, may we always be ready to say “yes” to your plan, so that 

Jesus may be born in us.  We ask you to prepare our hearts to welcome 

him, so that like the angels who announced his birth, we too might greet 

his coming with joy.  We ask you this through this same Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

FINAL HYMN: (Sugg. The First Noel – Grow-in-Love) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source: Adapted from resources prepared by Renfrew County Catholic District School Board) 


