Epiphany Blessing of Our Home

The Feast of the Epiphany is celebrated on January 6. This feast commemorates the
visit of the Wise Men to worship the Infant Jesus. Tradition tells us that their names
were Caspar, Melchior and Balthassar. The men were astrologers who were looking
for the star that would lead them to the promised Messiah. This was prophesied in the
Book of Micah. According to the Gospel narratives, the wise men brought gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh with them: gold for a king; frankincense to be burned in the
temple to worship God; myrrh was used by the women to anoint Jesus’ body when he
died. By bringing it as a gift to Jesus, the wise men foretold his suffering and death.

20 + C + M + B + 22
The letters have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional names of
the Three Magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. They also abbreviate the
Latin words “Christus mansionem benedicat.” “May Christ bless the house.”
The letters recall the day on which the inscription is made, as well as the
purpose of blessing.

What to do!
To bless your home this Epiphany, read the Prologue of Saint John’s
Gospel (Jn. 1:1-18), followed by the Our Father, and the prayer below.
Then (usually the youngest member of the house) write the inscription
[20+C+M+B+10] for this year above your front door with blessed chalk.

Father, you revealed your Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star.
Your light is strong,
Your love is near;
draw us beyond the limits which this world imposes,
to the life where your spirit makes all life complete.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

The Gospel according to John

(1:1-18)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life
was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.
(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke
about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was
before me.’’ Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace
already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who
is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

